In the first place he intended to read certain portions of the report so as to justify the course which he would ask the Governors to take. In Clause 13 the Committee said:?
?" We have inquired into the truth of the several allegations contained in the statement of the medical staff, and we find that some of the most important of them are true, that some have a foundation of fact but are exaggerated, and that others are unsupported by any sufficient evidence." Then in Clause 53 they said:?"We can find no foundation for the fears entertained that the character of the hospital as a religious and philanthropic institution will be imperilled by the presence of two medical men on the Board of Management, and we are therefore quite unable to concur with the present board when they characterise the demands of the medical staif as ' encroachments calculated to destroy the religious and philanthropic character of the hospitals, and to subordinate to purely professional objects institutions maintained by the benevolent for benevolent purposes.'" In Clauses 50 and 51 the Committee said : "Another of the objections urged to the direct representation of the medical staff on the Board of Management is that it will give undue influence to the scientific element in the hospital, and will tend to subordinate the immediate benefit of the patients to the pursuit of medical knowledge ; and in support of this view it was suggested to us that there was ground for a suspicion that in one case the sufferings of the patient had been prolonged in the interest of medical science. We investigated the only case which could be adduced as in any way supporting this suggestion, and we find that the child in question was in fact retained in the hospital by the Board of Management in accordance with a resolution of the medical committee that she ought to be retained ' Sir Sydney Waterlow seconded the resolution, subject to the addition of the words " reporting to the Governors their recommendations and actions." He thought that in altering the constitution of the hospital it would be necessary to have the decision of a meeting of the Governors, and therefore the Committee should certainly report their recommendations and actions to a subsequent meeting.
Mr. Melvill Green accepted the addendum to the resolution.
Sir Sydney Waterlow congratulated the board and the Governors generally upon the position arrived at, after along and weary, and, to many, a very tiresome and unpleasant discussion, and expressed the hope that the committee to be appointed would frame such a new constitution as uould be of permanent bsneflt to the institution and bring iLta harmony the staff with the goverring body-(Applause.)
Mr. Victor Horsley said he wished to ask a question with regard to the expenses of the enquiry.
The Chairman stated that it was hardly in order to raise that question on the motion now before the meeting.
Mr. Victor Horsley pointed out that the medical staff had not put the hospital to a single halfpenny of expense, whereas the board had involved it, and were involving it, in an expenditure of hundreds of pounds. He therefore wished to know whether the charity was to be taxed or notfor the payment of the expenses.
The Chairman stated that the committee to be appointed would deal with that as with other matters in the reportThe Committee of Inquiry had made certain recommendations with regard to expense. The meeting proposed to adopt the report and to refer all matters arising out of it t?' the committee to be appointed.
Mr. Melvill Green said the Governors at the meeting March determined that the expenses were to be borne as one or other of the two committees might determine, and both had determined that necessary and proper expenses should be allowed but the law charges were to be taxed if thiS1 meeting thought fit. A vote of thanks to the chairman terminated the proceedings.
